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PEACEFUL VALLEY

The tiny wisps of pole grey smoke

Encircle trees ol red ond gold

And seem to tell them qutumn's here,

Their leoves lhey con no longer hold.

The brown ond yellow gr<rsses swoy

Blown gently by the breeze ol loll.

The incense ol the pine is sweel-
It rises to the God o{ oll.

Noncy Dob!on

It's a Privilege

to Live on

Spence r Butte Loop

' "Ruslic Living

'within q Slone's Throw

ol the Cily"

The liitle vole in silence sleeps,

Ils slillness only morred by sound

Of bubbling broot or Iolling leol-
More peocelul ploce could not be lound.



SPENCER BUTTE oreq hos oppeoled lo lrqny dur-

ing the pqst lew yeors o8 "just r,Yhot the doclor or-

dered" in the woy ol getling out in the hills 'midst

the towering evergleens. qwoy {rom the hustle ond

bustle ol city lile. tt is q compqrotively new oreo lor

houe-building. Fox Hollow Bood qnd South Willom-

ette were lor yeors moinly roods lo ronches,south of

the Butte, but in the mid 40s lolks with <r lloir lor

getting out in the hills becqme qppqlent oni grodu-

olly they begon picking out home sites olf lhe beoten

t!qil6.

It rvos rother primitive living in lhose "eorly doys."

Yet those "pioneers" ol the 40s could see possibilities.

They knew thot it wouldn't be long until progress hod

cought up with thelo ond the mony conveniences

which they hqd known in the city woy of lile would

ogoin be theirs. Telephone ond power lines were ex-

lended ond service improved, <rs well qs sqti6lqctory

doily moil service.

In 1953 lhe Spencer Butte Improvement Associotion

wos lormed. A number ol problems hqve been under

considercrtion ond groduolly the lruits o{ their en-

deqvors qte moking lhemselves known. Through ils

ellorts moil service hos been improved, school bus

service extended, rood conditions corrected with o
lqrge section to be oiled next spring, betler control

on Christmqs tree culting, ond o proposed Iire dislrict.

Thc Associqtion membership is open to everyone in

lhe Spencer Butle oreq, ond o helping hond is o)woys

welcome in qssisting on projecls ond qctivilies which

will improvc our community.

The Associqtion plons to build q club house on its

own property neqr lhe Spencer Butte Pork. This proj-

cct will toke lots ol vrork ond money belore ihe job

is compleied. The building will be used lor communily

octivities, q lecreotion lor young ond old olike, ond

is truly on undertoking thot is worthy ol everyone's

support ond considerotion. You qre invited to join the

Associqtion qnd qtlend the meetings. You'll become

better qcquqinied with your neighbors ond you'll
find o lot ol thot old-loshioned lriendliness is stiU

oround.

((



SPENCER BUTTE IMPROVEMENT ASSOC TAT ION

r954- I984

orpha RoberEs volunteered in L974 to work on a history of
SBIA, then twenty years old. She wasnrt able to finish the job

before moving to Junction City. She turned her preliminary draft
and the old records over to Lois Barton at that time.

IMRODUCTION

The Spencer Butte Improvemen! Association is a neighborhood

club incorporated in 1954 to take tit.le to len acres of Land

offered as a comrnunity park by lunberman George Olrens.

To properly appreciate the early history of the SBIA, as it
is familiarly catled, one should knoh, that it was preceded by an

earlier club of a somewhat similar nat.ure. That earlier club was

organized in June, 1921, when fifEy neighborhood people assembled

in the Louis Murdock home for a potluck meal and social occasion,
the first of many such gatherings.

Elsie Suttonrs father, Charles Swaggart, later gave the

Spencer BuEte Cornrnunity Club an acre of ground from a corner of

his property. Club members built a club house thereon in which

Sunday School, coffnunity dances and other social affairs were

regularly held over a i:eriod of several years. The building
was located above the presenE Fox HoLlow road between where

Hasselmans and Broms live in 1984. During WwlI the club became

inactive and the building was eventually dismantled.

In the early 1950s the area around Spencer ButEe was open

range land where cattle aod other livestock wandered wiEh few

restriclions. Fences were built to keep livestock out of yards

and gardens rather than to keep them confined to the ownerrs

p rop er ty.
Roads were unimproved, telephone service consisted of ten-

party lines, there was no mail delivery on SouEh Willamette beyond

the dump road, Ro school buses past Christensen road. ChiLdren

went to rural schools outside the Eugene district or paid tuition
to at tend in to\".n.
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Florence Murdock, who had been a prime mover in the original
club, again took an active roll in calling together a group of
neighbors in 1954 to consider Ceorge Owens I offer. The gift of
land would provide him Lrith a tax lrrite-off. The acreage just
southwest of the city park on Spencer Butte was cenEralLy located
and eminently suitable for a neighborhood club house.

Ou February 28, 1954 about t.hirty-five residents of the Spencer

Butle area gathered at Kreklaurs skating rink to consider needs for
general improvement of the area and to address t.he proposed gift
of land from 0wens. Florence Murdock was asked to be temporary

chairrnan and Dave Davidson, Mildred Pruett, Bennett Stephenson,

Chet Williams, Robert Stevenson, Lloyd Kreklau, Merlin Myers and

Mrs. Murdock volunteered to draw up a constitution and bylaws.

At a second meeting held March 9, L954 at the skating rink
the prepared constitution and bylaws were accepted, lhe area bound-

aries were defined to include those people who lived on Fox Hollow

Road from 40th Ave., south to the Fox Hollow-LliLlamette intersection,
and north on lJillamette to 40th and within a mile radius from

this loop.

If you are familiar with the area today you will reaLize
those boundaries included the present Edgewood development as well
as several multiple housing units on land which was at that. time

cut-over timber land and farm pastures with very few dweltings.
At the March 9th meeting membership qualifications were

spelled out and the purposes of the organization listed as set
forth in this quote from Ehe articles of incorporation. r',..to

acquire, hold and dispose of Land and buildings and other facilities
and propertyi to develop and manage said property for cormnuni ty
purposes, including but not limited to reacreation, home extension
activity, 4H clubs, boy and girl scouts, family picnics and socials,
religious activities and similar and related purposes...r'

The bylaws provided for electing a seven-member board of dir-
ectors, fhe first of which meL the very next week to appoint
conmittee chairmen and consider ways to tackle a f ormidrlble Iist
of probLems. Those suggested to the board as appropriate for
their attention included road improvements, publicity for the area,
road signs, general cleanup, vandalism, stray cattle, indiscriminate

t
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shooting, telephone service, REA power outages' a club house,

recreation, development of park and trails, pollution, fire hazards,

and c Lub membershlp cards.

One of the early actions of the Association was to establish
a non-profit status with Lhe staEe corporaEion conrnissioner which

would exempt it from paying property ta:r rs. This was achieved at
the state level the first year, but for some reason the necessary

annual report of Eax exemption had not always been filed in Lane

County and the county continued to assess annual taxes.

Members were perturbed to learn May 13, 1960 that the count.y

was holding records of delinquent taxes for several years and could

start proceedings to foreclose in a few months if steps were not

taken. At the May l4th, 1962 meeting a motion was passed to pay

taxes for any delinquent years since 1956, a Eotal of $25.86

including interest. Meanwhi 1e the StaEe Comnissioner was appealed

to and with help from aEtorneys Johnson and Harrang the park site
was removed from the county tax list.

from its inception SBIA was acEively involved in several areas

of local concern. Road improvement, pollution control, fire pro-

Eection and development of the park were some of Ehe major contin-
uing inEerests.

POLLUTION AND THE I.JILIAMETTE DUMP

The chief problem of pollution stermled from a Lane County

dump located west of Willamette at the end of what was known as

the dump road. Here garbage Erucks dumped all kinds of refuse,
the flamnable parts of which were burned to reduce the bulk,
Septic tank contents were emptied from pumper trucks into a pool

established for that purpose. The dump harbored rats, and smoke

from lhe smoldering fire besmirched an extensive area. Io rainy
weather the pool sometimes overflowed into Spencer Creek carrying
fecal matter along with other pollutants doL,n stream as far.as
Tvrin Oaks school and Spencer Creek Grange on Lorane Highway.

As early as Aprit, 1954 a conrnittee of SBIA called members

attention to health and pollution problems created by the dump.

By the June meeting they reported the possibillty of rnoving the
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county dump to some oEher localion. In August a letter was sent

to stale air pollution authorities.
As the months passed agltation continued for removal of the

dump. A state ordinance prohibiting burning of refuse within six
miles of a ciEy of 45,000 populatioo was a useful tool for putting
pressure on officials. By January I, 1960 a new sLate-wide smoke

ordinance became applicable, but burning at the dump continued.

The comnissioners had enacted an exlension to April, and later to

JuIy for burniag on Lhe site. In May a leLter went Eo the st.-te
air pollution authority advising him of the cornmissioners failure
to comply with the new regulalion. Thal faIl Mrs. Murdock prepared

a speech at the request of the League of Women Voters on the poli-
tical issue of the dump. The speech was taped and aired over local
radio statlon KORE. She also appeared on KVAL'=TV to discuss the

issue. ln April, 1961 the SBIA chairman sent a lett.er to the

Register Guard about the dump.

After the extensions to July, 1.960 the dump was apparently

officially closed although the county records show that it was

officially in operatlon from 1938 through 1959 only. In 196I a

rumor circulated Ehat it. would be reopeaed and SBIA enlisEed the

support of Ehe Neighborhood and Conrnunity Affairs organization to
protest such action. June 20Eh of that year Dr. Osterud of the

county healt.h department assured representatives that the dump

definitely would not be reopened, buE in September members were

still wondering rrhat to do about the dump,

Folks who lived on South Willamette those days had flat tires
almost r.reekly caused by nails, broken glass and the like which was

dribbled from trucks hauling all kinds of refuse up the hil1.
Ruth Ellison, who l-ived near the turn-off to the dump was gate

keeper after the dump was closed. A SepEember 26th minute reads,
I'Dubious acLivity at the dump site is stiII a very real problern.

However, the alertness and eagle eye of gatekeeper Ruth Ellison
with the sincrre cooperation of sheriff's deputies has kept it
from getting out of hand...rt

Signs directing people to the new county dump on Bloomberg
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Road were suggested as one way of educaling Lhe public to the clo-
sure. The coulBissioners were asked to demolish the shacks at the

dunp, destroy the oll pit, reposltion the gate to a more effective
locatlon, gravel the road to uhe Bloomberg Road dump and post signs
eround town so people could find it.

By September of 1962 the county had carried out most of the
recontnended c Leanup procedures. Then after the october storm

the dump was opened temporarily for emergency burning of brush and

soon closed again. But in December the Bloomberg Road dump was

closed and a Register Guard story stat.ed tha! only burnable refuse
was to be taken to Ehe re-opened Willamette Street site. A letter
written by orpha RoberEs to Mr. Hatchard, State Sanitary Authority,
reports that rrThe gate is open to the public, unguarded, twenty-
four hours a day. -.There is no restriction on refuse being taken

there. Burning is conliDuous, day and night... Saturday and Sunday

fires were unattended alI day... Glass, metal, household garbage,

old pJ.aster and bricks and rn:ch more that cannot be burned is in
evidence... The County corrnissioners promised to have an attendant
at the gate... end to have it locked at night and lrhen unattended.

This is not being done...tt
SBIA members took pictures of the refuse and of unauthorized

vehi.cles discharging their car6cs and appealed again t.o authorities.
The support of Spencer Creek Grange nembers was enlist.ed.

A meetlng was scheduled by ehe SBIA board at Harris Hall Jan-

uary 28, 1963 wiLh couDEy comtrissioners, health officials and Mr.

Merrirnan of the state air pollut.ion office, as well as a repre-
sentative of the building wreckers who had special permisslon to
use the dump. After a lengthy discussion another meeting for
arbitratlon of the issue was scheduled February 25. Representatives

of concerned organizations attended but no comnissioners, healEh

officials or other authori ties.
Following this meeting state authorities inspected the dump

site March 8Eh and found conditions extremely bad. By April l5th
an atteldant was on duty twenty-four hours a day, having a trailer
there and slayi.ng full time. The dump was rrin better shape than

it had ever been. rr

I
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There is no furLher reference in the minutes to probLems ar the dump.

The new county refuse disposal sighl al Day Island was opened in
1962 .

This detailed account Sives a good picture of one major im-

provement and wat.chdog effort carried out by SBIA members in the

early years of the organization.

THE PARK DEVELOPMENT BEGINNINGS.

Florence Murdock, the Suttons, Alice Kindt and the Pruetts were

some of the residents of the area before WWII r{hen the former club

was active. They had all experienced the benefits of a conmunity

building and inmediately began to promote another club house in the

SBIA park. Ways to raise money for the new building were sought.

Plans were made in July that first year for a fund raising
booth at the county fair and $60.60 was earned in that firs! booth.

By the mid-r60s as much as $1500 was realized from each fair booth.

LocaI residents rnade potato salad in great quantities to serve with
barbecued chicken and other goodies. orpha Roberts spoke more than

once abouE the work involved in maklag a dishpan full of potato

salad.

In February, 1955 a separate savings account was opened with
a deposit of just over $16., the money to be used for park develop-

ment and the buildlng. It was referred to over the years as the

"building fund". A rumnage sale was planned to start off the fund

and such sales were held at Least once a year for several years. A

booth was rented at the public rnarket and SBIA members made and sold

swags before Ehe holidays for a year or two.

To get the building underway Le$7is Rankin and others contacted

local business firms and secured donations of cement blocks, gravel,
gasoline for hauling, and lumber. Money was taken from the savings

account to drill a we1l. A storage shed, bathroom fixtures and

p lumbing supplies vrere donat.ed.

By 196I John Steinmuller was drafting plans for a club house

with a built-in aparEment for a caretaker. Members felt the problem

of vandalism would be reduced by having someone live on the premises.

Vandals had already burned some of the donated lumber in a camp fire.

I

I

I
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Meanr./hi 1e Christmas parties and anniversary parLies on or near

March 9th r^rere held the first several years. Mr. and Mrs, Fred

Allen did the honors as Santa and helper at the early Christmas
parties whlch were held wherever space could be arranged. Some of
the early parties took place at lhe failgrounds, at the new YMCA

building, in the Skinner Butte pavilion, at the Hospital School

gym.

OEher groups were invited to participate in lhe development

of the park and conmunity club house, among them t.he PIum Dandies

Square Dance Club who negoliated a contract of support in 1958 t.o

help with the building, but then withdrew in 1960.

Ed Smith of the Eugene Parks department offered advice and

encouragement. There was talk of the City Parks department using
Ehe sit.e for day camps. There is among the records a prop.osa.I for
merging of SBIA and the city parks department.

In 1961 a building permit was secured. The 'rbuilding fund'r

had $1579. in it. By January, 162 that total had reached nearly
$2000.

Meanwhi le Mrs. Murdockrs house on what is now Christmas Tree

Land burned to the gorund io March, 1961, and some of t.he SBIA

records were Lost in the fire. Left without a home, Mrs. Murdock

aspired to become caretaker in theppark where she would occupy the

apartment to be included in the clubhouse, With this in mind she

continued to be a strong advocate for rrgeEting on with the buildingr'.
Some question about whether a dwelling could be alLowed under the

terms of the deed was r iised and investigated.
In April, 196I a minute was adopted which read as follows:

ttTo have a contract and legal agreement drawn up by lar'yer Harold

Johnson. Ruth Ellison was elected to represent SBIA at the drawing

up of the contract. Mrs. Murdock would be present at this meeting

as th occupant of the caretakerrs quarters of the future cornrnunlty

c lub house.rl

Mrs. Murdockrs annual report in September of that year noted

thaE rrfrom a crushing personal and mutual loss has come a blessed

expression of neighborly love and compassion in the desire to re-

activate plans to build the community club house that l may be

al lowed to ramain with you. . .rr
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LaLer the board learned che property would be liable for annual

taxes if an apartment were included in the cl.ubhouse and iu July,
1964 discarded the plan for an apartment. Members were eager to
get on with the baslc structure. With this in mind a septic tank
was insLalled and ready for hook-up by April, 1965. Then io JuIy

a pump was installed on the well after the water was lest.ed for
araenic and found to be polable. There was talk of hooking up a

house trailer as residence for the carelaker.
By September, 1965 the savings accounL balance was $59.56.

Jenny Luck was treasurer at that time and consequently in possession

of the bank records and check book for the year to come.

Florence Murdock had been publicity chairman for the club as

well as president of the board from 1954 through 1962 except forr57
and r58. She was also registered with the state as agent for the

corporation until her house burned, then Virgil Roberts assumed

that roIe. Dick McAtee was p.resident in 1963, then Virgil RoberEs

for the next two years.
A September, 1965 entry in the minutes reads as follows: "The

publicity chairman read a tirade of hate and abuse of the chairman

until interrupted by a motion to discontinue the reporl as of now.

Report ended.rr There is no further explanation of the minute, nor

a copy of the report included in the records. One can imagine Mrs.

Murdockrs disappointment and frustration about having the caretakerb

quarters scratched from building plans after feeling so pleased and

supported in Ehe fal1 of L96I when the neighborhood was prepared

to replace her home by space in the conrnunity building.
To seEtle a dispute regarding building plans a survey quest-

ionnaire r.7as circulated in October, 1965, to deEermine in part
whether members were ready to proceed aE once wiEh building. Four-

teen respondents voted yes, sixteen voted no and two voted maybe.

The building conmittee them reconulended that I'since werre not

parEicularly in good shape to build at this time, that we keep these

suggestions (recommended details for the building from the question-

naire) on hand and labled until a more suitable time,rr The recom-

mendation was approved.
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FAIR BOOTH SQUABBLE

The fair booth continued to be a big factor in growth of the

savings account, but it was a lot. of work. An experienced manager

was importarE to the success of the undertaking. The group had be-

gun to pay $100 to $200 each year to such a manager, By midsummer,

1966, the board had not found any experienced person ready to take

on the job so they agreed to return the contract for the space un-

signed. This decision was reached on a vote of four to one with
three abs t ent ions .

According to recollections of EIIa Smith AIice Kindt and

Florence Murdock Ealked this decision over afEer the meeting and

decided to voLunt.eer. They called the president to teIl him they

would do it. and were told they could not because a decision had

already been- reached and could not be changed. Florence was unwil-
Iing lo take no for an answer and signed the contract for the space

that had been reserved for SBIA. She and Alice Kindt and George

and Jenny Luck ran the booEh on the usual pattern wiEh volunteer
he lp from conrnunity people.

Their action became knour to the board when a story in the

RegisEer Guard featured fund-raising food booths a! the fair, including
the Spencer BUEEe ImprovemenE Association which was reported to be

raising money for a conmunity club house.

Ella Smith, who was a member of the board at the time, says

there was a rumor that once SBIA cancelled their contract Lheir

space would no longer be available for a food booth since fair auEhor-

ities felt it was too close to the barns. She tried to expLain this
to board members and point up Florencers concern that the space not

be lost, but people had taken sides and couldnrl accept the infor-
ma t ion.

After the story in the paper someone checked the storage shed

in the park and found that Lhe SBIA fair booth equipment and supplies
had been taken from lhere without any "by your leave'r from anyone.

Members r^rere outraged that their majority decision had been disre-
garded. t/ithout naming names several people have mentioned personality
confilcts which exisEed. Members challenged Aiice Kindt and Jenny
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Luck at the next meeting held August 17, demaning tJ know who took

the suppLies and equipment and what r./as to done with the profits,
A slormy meeting resulted in no information about wbo signed for
the boolh, who $ras to gel the money or whether SBIA could collect
rent for use of the equipment if it was not put back. ceorge Luck

questioned why he should need authorization to use equipment he

origina l Iy dona t ed.

Phone calls later confirmed that Florence Murdock had signed

for the booth. At che September membership meeting the four members,

Murdock, Kind aod two Lucks were voled out of the organization.
Neil Bror,,m was asked to act as SBIA legal advisor to ge! back

the treasurerrs records and check book whift beLonged to the organi-
zation but were in Jenny Luckrs possession.

Members had agreed in August that Ehey Would not accept any

money earned by the booth. The Register Guard story stated that
SBIA had been running a booth for twelve years. ln respone Ehe

board put. a notice in the classified secEion of the Guard AuSust 26

and 27 disclaiming responsibility for this booth since they were

not carryj-ng the required insurance. The board minutes of Sept. 27

state rrl,Ie can accept the money only as a personal gift from these

individuals for t.he same reason. (i.e,--no insurance)r'

Repeated requesls to Jenny Luck to turn the books over the the

auditing comnittee for annual revlernt were ignored. Eventually the

board was informad that Thelma Fowler, altorrey, had possession of
them.

The four people who had run Ehe booth refused to accept expul-
sion from lhe association. Their annual dues were senE to the new

treasurer by registered letter from A*torney FowIer after notice
of rhe decision to exclude them had been received. Subsequeotly

a minute aulhorizing the appointment of a sargeant at arms for each

meeting was recorded.

After some negoliotion the board was able to secure copies of
SBIA records from the bank, so that by February, 1967 the treasurer
was able to report $6071.86 in the savings account and about $100

in the checking. Attorney Brown was requested ApriI 5th to proceed

with a court order for release of corporation books, including the

:

I
I

I

ii
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pass book. Mrs. Murdock was billed for rental of equipnent and for
tHe pie case and aprons not returned with equipment after the fair.

By May 2nd, 1967 Dave Hunter had replace Neil Brown as legal
advisor. Dave reported his opinion thal expulsion of the four
members was probably not valid because they had not received written
notice of intenl to expell them beforehand.

AlEhough efforts were made by the board to locaEe help for the

fair booth in 1967, apparently it was again run by Florence Murdock.

In September Mr. Hunter reported that he had been in cont.acE with
the bank officials and they were informing Mrs. Fowler that the

Association bank accouot would be released in sevea days uoless she

filed a restralning order. There had also been a meeting between

the two attorneys, the four dissident members and Harry Wolcott,

currenL SBIA treasurer. These people were working on an eight-
point agreement to resolve differences. Fred AEtneave, a new member,

urged arbilration and seLElement of differences.
Florence Murdock urged the association to accept the fair booth

proceeds for Ehe last two years (rumored to be about $3000 net).
One point of contention throughout had been the inslstence by

the Murdock group thaE the savings account was set aside exclusively
for a building fund. This claim is not substantiated by association
records, alEhough the early minutes refer in some places to the
rrbuilding fundrr.

one of the eight points up for negotiation specified ameading

the bylaws to require a Ehree-fourths vote of members, after thirLy
days notice, to allocate money from the savings account.

A restraining order was filed on the bank account which kept

the records in Fowlerrs hands, and board members were served with
papers regarding membership for lhe Murdock group.

John BaIl, president in September, l96Trcomnented in his annuaL

report, rrl feel at present, as I did at the beginning of my appoint-
ment, that as recipients of what rnight be termed 'an incorne tax
monsterr the club was victimized rather than benefitted. Any attempt

to provide a commuaity service under the existing article and bylaws

(except to obtain outlight donations for a ceuse that has no char-

itable objective) by funds raised by sales or services appears...
to bc iIlega1."

,1
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The attorney was asked to prepare a revision of the bylaws

which would conform more nearly to nonprofit organization regulations
on fund raislng. Another important objective of revision was rede-

finition of membership boundaries to include only territory outside
Eugene city limiEs.

At ehe October, L961 meeting Attorney Hunter reporEed that the

injunction restraining the bank funds had been vacated because the

plainciffs faiLed to post bond and that the account had been released.
At t.he February, 1968 membership meeting, the Murdock groun

and their attorney being presen!, a motion was approved that the

savings accounE funds be dedicated to irrproving the park site and

that this dedlcation should supercede any prior dedication of the

funds .

In Novemberr.L968 Mr. Hunter reported that the original com-

plaint enjoining the association not to use funds for oEher than

building a cLubhouse had been striken by the court., but an amended

complaint had been filed. The Association had by this time initiated
t$ro suit.s, one against Mrs. Luck to recover the treasurerrs books

and one againsE the Murdock group asking general and punj.tive damages

for obtaining the original i.njunction.
On July I, 1969 Mrs. Day, lhen president., announced thaE the

judge had found in favor of th Association in the case d Florence

Murdock and others against lhe Association. At the octobeT 1, 1969

meeting the SBIA attorney was authorized to drop alI litigation and

work out final release from anything that has happened in lhe past.

Then on December 12, 1969 a final meeting was held which effected
an agreement, signed by all parties conceroed. All the Associationrs
books and records vrere reLurned arrd lhe affair was closed. A total
of $2042.90 had been expended in legal fees. All claim to the fair
booth space was relinquished by the Association and that chapter

of SBIA his tory concluded.

Appareotly Florence Murdock again opelated a fair booth in 1968

and possibly 1969. No mention is made in the legal papers of the

disposition of those earnings, from 1966 on, but t!easurerrs reports
in early 1970 do not include any notable amounts of new money in
Ehe savings account. According to Elia Smith the money rrent to
the Maude Kerns art center where Florence Murdock was employed at

the t ime.

I
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-ln ApriI, 1966, the SBIA board received a letter from George

owens, original donor of the park prop"rrEy. He called altention
to the changes in soclety Ehat affected such a conrnunity as SBIA

represented. He questioned lrhether, with improved roads and two

cars in every family garage, the time might be past for a comnuniEy

club house so close to a city with all the resources availabie in
Eugene. He reconmended that our rrbuilding fundsrr be donated to the

New Life Youth Came near Dorena, a group lo which he had also given

tlrenty-five acres of land. The board acknowledged his letEer but

claimed other plans for the use of their money.

FIRE PROTECTION

Fire protection and security were rrlajor concerns of the SBIA

members from the beginning. A comnittee Lo pursue these goals was

appointed the firsE month. The first rrfire demonstrationrr was held

at the Sill residence above the Christensen valley within a couple

of weeks of appoitrtement of the conrnibe. There was talk of purchasing

a fire engine and of discounts on group purchase of fire extinquishers.
Rex Holcomb volunteered to provide parking at his place near Owl

Road and to drive the truck if lhe group got a fire truck.
A few weeks iater a different group of people in the Pox Hollow

area did buy a Eruck and park it at Rexrs place. By the middle of

August three neighborhood grass fires had been successfully dealt
with by neighborhood people whose exemplary action \n7as cornmended

by Eugene f iremeD.

SBIA members approved the establishment of a fire district that
fa1l and the Eugene flre chief was inviLed to meel with them to

discuss its formation. 0n September 28 a Mr. Gilson came to explain
procedures. He left copies of the law covering the matter and said

it took time to work out the arrangements.

Little did they know how much time it would take. The conrnittee

continued to pursue leads, define a boundary, explore the possibility
of being annexed into Rural Fire District No. I through the next

several years. Stil.I other fire control demonstrations were held

in a number of places including Spencer Butte Junior High School,

the Hunter and Day residences.
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A speaker from West.ern Lane Fire Protective Assoclation was

invited to the January, i960 membership meeting. Three years later
the Western Lane representative again met with Lhe group. It was

explalned thal their equipmenE was effective for 'timberland fires,
but not for residence fires. They would prot.ect forest threatenc,l
by, but could not respond directly to, residence fires.

As the number of more expensive homes in the. area multiplied
the need for fire proEection increased. An additional factor was

the cost of fire insurance where no protecEion was available.
May 7, 1968 a new conmittee was appointed Eo explore the possi-

biiity of a contract with Eugene. Mrs. Day and MargareE Bennett

reported a very discouraging interview with fire officials. The

distance was too great for their help to be of much use, Trucks

loaded with water couldnrE cLimb Ehe Willamette hill very fast-, e_tc.

Meanr,rhlle local resldents began to prepare a fire map. Jim

Maxson agreed to put it together. A phone tree was initiated. Mrs.

Melvln Cohen checked with people to make sure they were willing for
their residences to be identified on the map. Forty people turned

ouL for a fire demonstration in the sunmer of 1968. PeopIe consid-
ered using an anshrering service to alert. neighbors when a fire occurred,
but eventually rejected the proposal as impractical. There was more

talk of buying a fire truck. Where could it be sEored in a heated

building? Who would be available at alI t.imes to drive it? Neigh-

borhood ponds were idenEified and mapped and permlssion secured to
use them for refill purposes, but they were not always accessible,
particularLy during the rainy season.

There had been a house fire at Slraughans ( Iater Wolcott) in
November, 1954. The Loomis barn burned in 1959, Mrs. Murdockrs

house in March, 1961, the Loomis house in 1968 and Maxsonrs house

lt 1974. There were several grass fires during this period.
Trash fires at Bennett Stephensons twice got away from him and lhreat-
ened the city park on the Butte. The second time,a place with
fire reiardant was called in when trees in the park caught fire.
At Ehat fire pumper trucks from Western Lane and the City were able
to refj.ll from SEephenson's ponds.

i
(



No pr vision for fire protecti rl was available for the early

fires. The Loomises were not at home when their house caught fire.
Barton children on lheir way home from school heard an explosion

and saw the smoke. By the time Maxsonrs house igniEed Ehe Association

had a cont.racE wlth Eugene. The trucks took about 20 minutes Eo

get up the hill and lhen ran out of water before the fire was con-

trolled and it became apparent that a neighborhood water supply ro
refi11 trucks was crucial.

Al Genrne I I was appointed as chairmao of the fire conmittee

May 5, 1970. He arranged a meeting with the Eugene Fire ehief.
By July annexation to Rural District No. I was naarly assured. Al

lrad prepared a legal descriptlon and maps for use by the boundary

co(urission. Thepprobable tax millage rate lo cover this contract
was said to be $1.60 per $1000 assessed value of buildings on the

home site.
The annexation was carried out and the contracL became effective

by JuIy I, 1971. Tvro city t.anker trucks of 2000 gallon capacity

$7ere at the disposal of the Association. AI was elected to Ehe board

of the Fire District for four years. Every one was encouraged to
contact their insuraoce company for reduction of fire insurance

premiums, now that coverage was available.
After the Maxson fire SBIA members decided Eo devlop a water

supply in their park for refilling tanker trucks. They firsc consid-

ered a pressure tank on lhe we1l, but a twenty-four hour LesE demon-

st.rated only one and one-half gallons per minute flow, which was

entirely inadequaEe for emergency volume. Plans were them completed

for a large storage tank with a fireplug outlet at the roadside.

The 5000 gallon tank rras installed at a cost of $2510 and the city
supplied the fireplug, all of which was in place by late March of
1978. The minutes give no ifldicatioo that the Association consid-
ered the motion adopted in 1967, confiniqg use of the savings fund

to park development, Lrhen they were planning for installation of
the tank. Hor.rever, the next rural fire district budget, which was

passed by the boters included $2500 to be paid to SBIA for a ten

SBIA 15
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year contracL for acccss to waLer in Lhe sLorag(, tank. I'lris rnonr v

replaced what had been sponL for tank insta llaLion so Lh( oriftina I

dedication of funds r.7as not violatt,rl aftcr a ll.
Thc only time the systern has l)(.rn LesLed since was aL thc

Halberg barn fire. When hoses v,/er(. irtta( he(l Lo Lhe l)Iug no r./aLer

ran. It was not clcar aL the Lime \"'lrctlrcr jt r.ra s a syphon problcrrr

or sorne sLoppage in the 1ine.

After the Halberg failure lhe l-irc departmcnL opened the Line

by back-pumpine, water, and the sysLcrrL is
members to keep iL in working ord€r.

One of the most regrettable losses

in the Maxson fire, Sandra said, was

some quilLs that had belonged to her

grandmother. To express their sympaLhy

neighbors cooperated to piece a new quilt
for her. Each contributor chose Lh(,

pattern for the block she created, l)uL

made it to a specified size. There rvere

63 blocks, some made by school children.
The center one was a stylized applique

of Spencer Butte, according to a Deccmber,

1974 minute.

checked re u lar ly by SB1A
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ROAD IMPROVEMENT

When the Association was organized both Fox Hollow and SouLh

Willamette were unpaved from about 4()Lh Street on out.
A road conunittee was set up in the first month, with BennetL

Stephenson named as the first chairuL.rn. Fo\ Hol low Road as f;lr a-s

Christenscn Road was a state road, bul p)ans werc' underway t() Lrade

Llre count), for another similar segnrcnt in SpringfieJd.
The statc and the county were in(lividuallv responsiblc for

gravcl an<i grading Lo keep their par titular aegnrcnLs passable.
'fhc road comnittee waS Soon in tou(lt rvith ctf Iic iai.-. set,l<inl.

i[]provments such as widening of cerL.rin areas, c lr.ar-in4 brrrsh lor
l)(,LlIr visibiliLv, l)r)stinA signs and rr.l-leCt()rs t() \Jirrn tr,t\,( l(r:
rr f lr:r.,rrrls -
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By early r55 the corrlissioners were promising to pave Fox Hol-
low as far as what. is now OwL Road. Association members instituted
traffic counls to help convlnce road supervisors of the need for
improvements. They designed a brochure to hand out to people who

were stopped. Att.ractive wooden signs shaped Iike a silhouette of
the Bulte were posted at the boundaries of the area on both Fox

Hollow and South Witlamette. The signs bore the ioscriplion I'You

are entering the Spencer Butte Loop area.rr They were repeatedly
vandalized and event.ually taken away.

By 1956 Ehe school bus supervisor and the mail carrier were

asked to add their influence in favor of better upkeep, straightening
and widening curves on both roads for greater safety.

Local residents repeatedly prepared and presenled petitions
for road improvement. In october, 1958 t.he conmissioners were asked

to provide in writing inforrnation on Eheir long range plans for
surfacing all the way around the bulte. Members suggested a short
stretch be done yearly till it was entirely paved. ln october
1959 another rcdd count was proposed. SBIA was told in the fall
of that South WilLamecte could not be widened Eill the telephone
poles were moved.

ln 1960 and r6l petitions for having both roads black topped

were presented. The records do no! specificaLly sLate when sections
had been freshly graveled or oiled, buE now and then a copy of a

lelter of appreciation for improvements completed Lras filed with
the minut.es.

A new road conEnittee was appointed every year or two. In the

faII of 196I DaIe Smith prepared a comprehensive list of improvements

needed, includiag ditching, brush clearance, a longer culvert where

South Willamette and Fox Hollow rnel, gravelling both roads. The

llst was submitted to Corrunissioner Nielson. By mid-r62 the cormni-

ssioners responded that these road problems were the responsibility
of Ehe maint.enance department.

By mid-r63 residents were proEesting roadside spraying for weed

control. They invited a speaker on the subject in March of ,64.

,'!
I

I

I
I
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Lotte Streisinger collected 85 signatures on a petition to end

roadside spraying ln the area and was told rrno sprayrr signs would

be respected if local residents would tend those roadside areas where

signs were pos ted.

ln late r64 area wide floods damaged roads everywhere in the

county and money which had been allotted for Fox Hollow improvement

was spent e lsewhere.

By August, r66 conrnissioners advised that acquisition of rights
of way was holding up paving of Fox HoIlow. Cornrnissioner Elliott
came to the october meeting tha! year. Anong other thiugs he stated
that the county would not build temporary roads as it was an impro-
vident use of taxpayersi money. This was in response to urging by

some Association members to rrkeep it rural and low speed, but with
an adequate surface and sufficient visibility for safety." He said

the count on South WillameELe at. the Dump Road was 217 cars a day

while more than 2000 passed 40th and Willamette. Then SBIA members

complained that the counEy wasnrl getting a record of week-end

traffic to Spencer Butfe Park.

In 1970 when plans were finalized to widen and pave Fox Hollo\{

Ehe Association urged thaE roadside trees and shrubs be spared as

much as possible. In r72 another petition was circulated to prevent

development. of Fox Hollow as a major roadway. SEeven King sent an

impassioned letter t.o the county and a copy to lhe Association asking
its support for keeping it rural. Members were assured that, even

though they had requested a 2z-fool roadway and it was to be built
t.o 30 feet instead, every effort would be made to retain the rural
atmosphere with clearing limited to the actual roadway.

After repeated delays and rescheduling the work was again on

the agenda to be completed in r78-'79. Conrnissioner Nancy Ha)'ward

Eold someone Ehe delays were partly a result of differing opinions
in the neighborhood about what was wanted.

By the fall of 1978 a contractor was at work on Fox Hollow.
His men cut every tree on the right of way, l'.Icluding a three hundred

year oId maple beLow the road which would not have hampered construc-
tion or visibility. Resident,i r^rere shocked and outraged and asked
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the comrni ss ioners to
come see how their
agreement had been ab.

rogated. State and

federa I money was in-
c luded in funds for
the job and some think
lheir standards dic-
tated the manner in
which the job was

carried ou t..

After looking

the situation over

the conmissioners

made p lans for land-

scaping but have been

p lagued with slides on

the sleep banks and were

obliged to rip rap some

of them.

In 1984 s iml lar
plans are in place and

work on South Wi l lamette
re Iocalion has begun,

some five years after the

work was firs t scheduled

according to lhe SBIA

records.
The re locat ion and

improvement of S. Wi l la-
mette LriII lake .03 acres

along'-he Association
park frontage. The c oun ty
paid SBIA $200 for the

right of way and $100 for
a big fir tree r./hich must

be cut.

Tlris was Fox Hollow in 1917
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the corunissiooers to come see how their aBreement had bean abrogated.

SEate and federal money was included in funds for t.he job and some

think their standards dictaled the manner in which the icb wag carried
out.

After looking the siluatiou over the commissioners made plans

for landscaping, but have been plagued with sLides on the s.eep banks

and have been obliged to rip rap some of them.

In 1984 similar plans are in place and work on Sout.h Willamette
relocation had begun, some five years after the work was first sched-

uled according to SBIA records. The relocation and improvement of
this rold invoLved .03 of an acre along the SBIA park frontage for
right of way. The county paid the Association $200 for this strip
ptus $t00 for once Large fir tree which must be cut.

At an April 15, 1985 meeting members learned EhaE some right-
of-way acquisitions are still unresolved along Wiltamette and'thij
county may have to 'nesort to legal procedures to complete t.he process.

In aoy case they expect the work to be compleEed in 1985, weather

permitting.

COMINUED DEVELOPMENT OF THE ASSOCIA?ION PARK

Before 1966 park development plans centered around the clubhouse.

when the october, 1965 questionnaj-re resulted in tabling of plans

to build members began to conslder other ways to improve the property.
In the surmner of t66 a comnit.tee was appoinEed to pLan for a picnic
area. They decided to clear a space for picnics and a place for
children to play. The need for rest rooms seemed urgent.

Several questions were considered by the conmittee. ShouId the

Boy Scouts be offered use of the grouod in exchange for clearing
brush? W-hat kind of insurance was needed? Should they gravel the

driveway now? What about a sandbox, hiking trails?
In 1969 a merger with the city parks department was proposed.

Ed SmlLh was invit.ed to a meeting and spent some time working on

possible plans for development. A cornrnitEee was appoint.ed to work

with him. He arranged to have the poison oak sprayed a time or two
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in the picnic ar ea.

Dave Hunter donated a pit. toilet in r69 which was apparently
never ins ta I led.

ln early r70 volunteers gathered to transplant some of the smail
trees from the central clearing and members were invited to t.ake

away any others they could use. Portable toiLets were rented for a

season or two but cost $50 for the seasou and were deemed to expen-

sive. A conmittee appointed for the purpose couLd not decide on a

suitable location for toilets uniil other developments were completed,

so nothiog was done about thal need.

The cement foundation was removed and $200 spent on picnic tables
in 1970. In r72 the local 4H club offered to build an ouldoor fire-
place if SBIA would provide the rnaterials. This project was OKd and

a comtrlttee appointed to supervise, but was never carried out.
The minute for AugusE, 1974 notes the Association has three

swing sets and needs sornething to attach them to. They were never

installed. Oae member recalled that the swings were lost in the

Maxson fire.
The picnic area was seeded to grass, fertilized and mowed several

seasons by neighborhood volunteers. Several sunrner picnics were held
irt L976-71. A second study quesEionnaire was circulated in 1978 with
inconclusive results. There was talk of building a tennis court.
Steve Wheatley worked up cost figures on this proposal. Some thought

we should build a swinming pooI, a covered picnic shelter, possibly
Lrith a fireplace at one end.

A park development. comnitt.ee was appointed afEer the r78 quesE-

ionnaire and submitted a repor! io February, 1979. The Association
seemed to have several options.

I. If further lmprovemenEs were added we would have continuing
problems of maintenance, insurance electric bills and

vanda l ism.

2. We could continue Eo mor., Ehe picaic area, use it occasionally
in the sunmer time and leave the park as is.

3. We could give the property to t.he Boy Scouts and be free
of any continuing responsibiliEy, or similarly, give it
to the city parks department.

The decision at that time lras to Ieave it "as isI for the present.
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Since Eha! time the park has been used

hunE for neighborhood children and for
and a few organized sunrner picnics.

severa I times

an occas iona I
for an Easter egg

fire demonstration

OTHER ITB,IS OF INTEREST

BennetE Stephenson who was appointed to the first board of

directors of SBIA in 1954, iotroduced in June of that year a moEion

to require all board members to sign a loyalty oath before they could

take office. The motion was defeated by a vote of four to two and

Mr. Stephenson res igned.

This was at a lime when loyalty oath requirements were pervasive

in American socieEy. A group of m,rl I conscientious objectors had pur-

chased a tract of land south of the Butte and established a cooperative
housing conrnunity. Merlin Myers, a member of that possibly suspect

group, was elected to the SBIA board, This probatly was what prompted

Mr. Stephenson to rnake his move. He wanted Eo avoid rrguilt by assoc-

iationrr lrit.h a possible Conrnunis t.

Roger Liljeberg made the signs which are used to locate the

meetings these days. Joy Collins was leader in organizing a recycling
program in 1970-7I. John Pas ernao volunteered Eo haul materials collected
at her home from Association members, taking the recycle things to

BRING recycling center monthly. MaiI service on South Willamette r.,a s

initiated largely through the efforts of Mildred Pruett arC EIaine

Rankin who called on the postrnaster several times, and finally were

given an application for a rural route when the corunissioners promised

the road would be maintained. Spencer Butte Junior High School was

apparently given a name which had been proposed by the SBIA board in
1959

The ribbon trail idea, a hiking or bridle path from Judkins

PoinE around the south hills to Blanton Heights and beyond was under

consideration for many years. The Obsidiaos were one of the sponsoring
groups. In July, 1969 SBIA recorded a minute of support for the idea,
and some of the Association members met regul-arIy with other interested
parties. The Association took out a membership in the Lane County Parks

Association at Ehat time to further corltr'oit themseLves to the proposal.
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When the South i.Jlllamette dump was closed SBIA urged the county Lo turn
t.hat eighty acres into park laod to be tied in with the trail. Over

t.he years the city obtained a right of way and in the early r80s

portions of the tlai1 were completed and ready for public use.

ln May, 1973 the conrnissioners received a pelition with 500

signatures requesting that the old dump be turned into a motorcycle

recreat.ion area. The request was denied as bei-ng unsuitable to the

neighborhood.

One of the 1978 meetings lras devoted lo learning about tansy

ragwort, a noxious weed poisonous !o cows and horses. A speaker from

the county extension office brought applications for members who would

like to participate in an experimenla I control program. Later several
bags of cl'nnabar moth larvae were delivered to Ehe area and a continuing
process of control is underway.

Discussions about zoning the area began in f955-56. Mr. Buford

aLtended an SBIA meeting in February, 1964 to explain zoning procedures.

By June, f973 ASI 5 classification had been approved except for some

larger holdings classified FF 20. Meanwhile staEewide laud use planoing
was underway and the final provisions and control are still undetermined.

Several fund-raising projects have been entered into since demise

of the fair booth. In 1970 there was a Christmas bazaar at the Oakway

MaLl, a food booth at the old oregon Country Fair and at the Christmas

Confab at the fairgrounds. Another possible project agreed on but not
carried out as far as the records indicate was aplan to cut and sell
firewood.

MAZA}.I4 ROAD

ln 1979 Forest Solomon of Mazama Timber Company petitioned Lane

CounLy to accept for dedication as a public right of way a private
Iogging road through 1000 acres of forested hillside at the south end

of Murdock Road.

Murdock Road residents recognized many problems inherent in



SBIA 23

this proposed ngifLri to the county, among them the greatly increased

traffic potential if the acreage should be subdivided, and lhe seEting

of a precedent for the county to assume maintenance of Logging or other

unp lanned roads as tax rrrite-offs favoring individuals.
SBIA was asked to contribute to a Legal fund to oppose dedica-

tion of the |tMazama Roadrr as it was known.

A minute from the April 2, 1980 meet.ing reads as follows:
rrCarrying over from last months meeting, a motion lras reintroduced
that the Association assist the Murdock Road residents for up lo 407"

of their legal fees, but not to exceed $1000. After considerable dis-
cussion the motion passed wilh six votes in opposition.rr It seems

likely that the majority of active SBIA members had no knowledge of
the rrpark developmeot onlyrr strings attached to their savings account

by the resolution adopted at the time of the fair boolh squabble.

As the years passed members abandoned the annual anniversary
observance formerly held on or near March 9. Christmas parties conEinue

to be p lanaed every year and since 1981 a fall season round robin or

progressive dinner has been held yearly. This event involves many

neighborhood people who seldom participate in any other SBIA activity.
It was designed speclfically Lo encourage rapport in the smaller neigh-

borhoods within SBIATs total perimeters.

This report obviously does not include every event of SBIA history
over the last thirty years. It has been prepared from the records

available. A few yearsr minutes were not very complete, and furthermore
things which stand out sharply in some memories are of little importance

in others. It has been most rew3rding for me to compile this sunrnary.

It is heartening to have had a hand in this demonstration of conrnunity

spirit in operation. I hope Ehe urbanization process will not become

overpowering in our area for many years to come, and that we can continue
to value and support one another effectively on into the future.

Lois Barton ApriI 29, I985
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Year 6. llo.

Mar. 1954

Sept. I95 4

Sept. 1955

SepE. I956

Oct. L957

0cE. 195 8

0ct, 19 59

Sept. 1960

Sept. 1961

Sept. 196 2

Sgpt. I96 3

Sept. 1964

Sept. I96 5

Sept. 1966

Sept. 196 7

Sept. 196 8

Oct. L969

Sept. 1970

Oct. 1971

QcL. 197 2

0c!. 197 3

0ct. L97 4

Oct. 1975

oct. 197 5

oct. L916

0ct. 1977

0ct. 19 7g

oct. 1979

oct. 1980

Oct. I98l
oct. 1982

0c t. 198 3

appt I d.

APPENDIX I

Pres i dent

Florence Murdock

Florence Murdock

Florence Murdock

Florence Murdock

Chet l.ril1iams

Chet hli I I iams

Florence Murdock

Florence Murdock

Florence Murdock

Dick McAtee

Vi.Igi I RoberEs

Virgi I Roberts

Virgi I Rober ts
John Ba 11

Virgi 1 Rober ts

Trudy Day

Sandra Maxson

Bev. Andrelrs

Char les Dallas
Car les Dallas

Char les Dr l las

Anne Woeste

Anne Woes le
Margie Ferguson

Jerry Woes ta
Lois Bar ton

Al Kuschke

Ken Gaske

Chet Wi I I iams

Chet Williams

Henr i.ett e Genme 11

Henriette Cernme l1

Secretary

Merlin Myers

John Steinmuller
Chet l.JiIIiams

Orpha Rober Es

Ken McEwen

Mrs , Murdock

Virgie Mac ias

Virgie Macias

Orpha Roberts

Orpha Roberts

Orpha Roberts

orpha Robwrts

Elaine Rrnkin

Phy 11is Schrader

PhiIlis Schrader

Margaret Bennett

Henriette Cenune 1l

Joy CoLlins

Sandra Maxs on

CaroI Petit
Sandra Maxs on

Mary Rodrnan

Mary Rodman

Mary Rodman

Audrey Kuschke

Ruth LeFevre

Barbara Hi l1

Barbara Hill
Margaret Bennet I
Margaret Benne t t
Bev. Andress

John Ha lpe rn
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RESIDENIS NOi FRIEIIDS
.lL]iD IIEIGP^3ORS. A year ngo
wo learned r:anes. )lanos
lrere a good start tecausc
th:..t lcrl t r hones. i.lutur.l
iltercsts folLovred end re
sults fron co;,munity ef-
fcrt havo exccedod tho
expectations of tiLe nost
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year.

REVIE"'Y OF ORIGII.IAL AIU.S
and purposes of Spencer
Butto frnprove;;rent Ass rrr

shols cons idorable pro-
Sress on s9v6ro1 projocts
end a good stort on other

OUTSTANDII{C SERVICE I}:P-
ROVETiENT 'a,as the exten-
sio:r of Rurel Route 1{o 4
to lncLude tvro and half
niles qn I tTillarnette.
The Dew nailboxes, in
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enge to thoso needin8
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ing. /r distinctive nrq.ll-
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in the n€ighborhood.

i{aroh,I955
rOUR IIIVIIATIO]S

I

TO

./IIO{I\E1&,-RY P.hItTY }lo 1 .... .hT ....

SI(IIN,IER BUTIE PAXK EUILDINO

lrtARCiI 23rd lYedres du]r ni.Sht
POT-LUCK

6 :3OH,'l

II.IAKEY DIIIi3A O.FFERED lli THE BEOI]fiiI$G. One yos.r a5o
our i;ood member, Lir Shsr Kh.arr, said )ro wculd fur:rlsh
turkey, so, our celebration is tlurt TU&IiEI DliliiEiti
Cot'fee will be furnished but tpot-luckt the rest.
Sher Khan rill got flrst choico, to bo sure.'

A GEIIERAL BXSII{ESS I{EETII,IG but the naln buslnoss wllI
be eotin5, I\n.e:rd 6;ood fellowshlp. Tlre yeurro Lusi-
ness w111 bo orr dispIe.y.

IF YOTI

IF TOU
ff YOU
IF YOU

IF YOU
rt' You

]\RE INTERESTED YOI] TTIIL BE TIIERE
ARE CLEIOUS
A.RE SIGPTICI.L
11ERE oNLY ?O TilE FIRST }rIEE?IIO
IIAVE }IO1 BEnI TO A$Y IIEETING
SIIE TE$i IJERE, IlE iUIIiT 1O K]TCIf TOU

collBl
coriE I
cot.E t
cot.tr I
00is:

So, brie,1 scallopod pototoos, vogotable, si.Iad,
desert or whatever to fiEish out o good old. r turkoy-
f6€dr. Brlq: the whole fanily, too. The chlldren are
a de1i5ht. At the Chrlsfurae Party thoy were eo'cutc,
eo prett3r, aad, so uuuly t

a

I

C ) C

i



rllE AREA srci'ls OIt B0TII sIDES of tho lsrATE IITGI tAY co t{rssroN srru, DEIays
Butte are a credit to the connunity lffre Q Strect survey stlll holds up any
nnd overyole ls justly proud of the c cr,uritr.re:lt of improvenent on the Fox
work of Bcb Stephenson, Mer11u L8rers, ;io11ow road. Thero is no logical con]'rect-
Lewis Rar.kir and Blery kuett. ion. .tust that in tho yoars long past,

Ithc fox 1{o1lovr section, boing consLdered
CITY Ptull{ BUiiEAU !'IRST I0 C00PE1Ir1TE. u;iinportant, vrqs put.up &s & pann on
irlr ilatsIcr, superiltci.de:it of parlts , .,pcssii.le trades betweon thg Cuunty and
and rocreation of Eu(one, resirunCcd t1:e Strte alC, so far, that strlermte hns
first't6'reqrr6Sti for inprovc:rent and not I uen broken. fhore are favorabfo
erected directlo:ral sigr:s tr: the City s irirs 1,rrt no assurance as )'et. Sumtner and
Perk ol the Eutto which partll' relievesdust arc coninE aad eIl residents shouLr.l
thc c onfus ioi'r about itts locrtion. Fox rnlly closer. ou tire problemo
iiol.Iorv r.cerls the sur-c eigns.

cou;irr R0LDs cRpnrs rN jrcri cnu. u;" Ni',of#tll\;ffSi#rt?f;l fi3 ;llXL:'thc.first tine, tho r-.r- ihtener:c c of our drivi:r1 ls hcurn,, is for re purposq.,of
roads has Lecl stepped rip tc.a nonthly co::vir-lcing all pcwers-that-be ttnt the
,1aa.i1tl' rrith sarie brush,cutting and tretel ori our ro&ds warrants budreting
ditchiq;. The i:nprove.nent on the lhucl:-olid bui1din6. The plan is to set up stands
".olcs is noticeabrc nrnd apprecia tecl. prrLaLry ct the jui:ction whcre tho travel
A South lTillenotte sign rvas placed at ris both .we.ys, to count cars anri to give
thc junctio:r but the road still ce.ru-ot .to those vrho lrill stop, c.n attractive
bo found. The cut-off o little farthe! brochure on the aroa, whlch llart Dobson
.'iorth is inprovcd and r,vill have sir.irs. is naking and a native plant which Doug
Thc attitude of the Cou:rty Corudsslon .CLii,e is procuring.At the sane tiroe, i3
i.s qood anc thcugh no conmitnents are tnctful colversation obtain soms inforr,-,r-
rv.rde, the vj.ovrs on various derre lopnertqr,tiol lbout the purpose of the crive otc. I
afe 9nc.rura6ing. Tho st:.nrls are to be bright beach urabrel-

Du{prr,rc oF GA,B...GE Arori' rrrE RoADs l::":li.;Tili ::"i:T ffi"il::.til":l"
s c' er:,a to ho,ve reduced siDce rie inve help is needod on this project, so if yr.rr ,

bec orne a corn:runj.Qr. lwculcl help be sure to 1et ioneone know.

rN TriE olb D ys souni llrr,r.ar,,rErrE .rrAs il:i::t1Tri"l,3Ylli;u:tt" 
mki'ng' nen-

CALISD I IARTIIi iljl,L and irl the 3.reo l

bcyorrd 4?nd Strebt VIas a tarrnery. TEIITERPRISIIIG IIOI{E BUILDER REPORTS
PROGRESS. Harry Taylor has utilier-housc

AIII.III(ATIO1'I T0 FIRI DISTRICT iio t has 'conpleted.
soxle,very irterested people t'ho will I

Lre .lbttirig at thtl big job. |USS O!' lrEtT TE16pIIONE CAtsIE IS AI,,IAITED.

ZONING 0r.trREA IS RIGIIT DIITECTIOI{
Rosidents of Dillard ltond area and
West of Fox ijollow beyond 4Oth Streot
aLout ono mile, ha ve been farsif,hted
enou6h to zone suburban-ros idontia 1
in order to protect therselvos and
the appec"rance of their neighborhood,
uhich is i.n lino vrlth the airns c.nd
purposos of Spe:rcer Butte l.Wrovencnt
Associatior. It v,as done by petition
vritl-r only trvo disserters. ?^ Iturat..
zoning is in thc nr.lci.:rg for the rr:st
of the area ard informatibn ol it
from the Couutrr PLarr,ing Ccrrrissicn
will be a-r,rilc.blc.

BETTEIT IIEYS, EDf TI0l: i',::]D C IIICUUITtrOH
fron tho lie,:is tcr- /iuard has l,ccn the
sul--rject of ire l ij.linn ry discussion
vrith tho news-men. Ncithcr thc nei1,
rreountry-c ous inrr cdition nor .ius t
the city ne',vs j,s satisfactory. One
cdition vri-th e.trl featurcs would be.
.A gootl news-servico v,rouLtl solve the
circulation prcblens.

XIISCELIA]IY not r,rentioned e 1s ovrher e .
Nine general mcetit;s i-nclrrde skate
party, picnic end el.ec tiou.
Si.xteen board neetings.
iVloves from arcn" s.re re3retted. Leeoh
Davi"dson, Stephensen - e1l had nelr
babies but more are expected for
replacemelts.
ilery names are on raeil boxcs - Davis,
Jones and who else?
l'feddin3s liave been centered - two
I',4entlons and one Irrqas.
SsrLous operations anC blood Conation
Bad turns B.nd broken arns
Forest firos and housa fires
Snow in l,{arch

Spenc r: r Butte ltret'rs l,hrsh 1955 page 3

GEOI(GE OTE]I ' S CIFT IjIG]ILIGIIT OF TEAN
The tcn-ncre trqct of, l6Lnd was donatedto the Association l-ry a r,un who has o
Creat understetrCing of peoplo and of
commrniQr needs anrl the Assoclation lras
most fortunate that Mr Oryen wo.s just such
a i;ropcrty owner on Spencer Dutte.

I

;CLUXIj:G I'Ok RoiD EIiTIL,1IICE TO PILRX :trts
ilIl:i ST^,iTED Ly the plannin/" and devclop-
lncr-t comr..ittce, l.cwis Rerkin, Dncry pructt
lJohn Stcir-nulfcr ,,-r:d Chct lIiIliams. Their
;worlc plorr is thnt ;roups of three or four
lvrho live cfosc vrilf work as units. The cn-
Itralc e ond s one picn5-c area are the first
lob

f"
tUii

jectives.

DD }'OT C OIX II]JI] TY CE]ITER BECOI,IES DIOitE
GEIiT at each mceting. The Clty is not

the place for rurc.I family g;atherings even
thott.lh it is o. r:reat help Trhi 1 c getting
stcrted. Orelailizs"tion gets things that ln-
dlviduals want but orgelizatio rt elso menns
mfL:ry people 1,rho m.rst have a placo to get
togethcr in order to work torlether.

BUIIDI;IG F[TA,'D I]I SAWNG ACCOIJI'IT separate
from general fund. Suocossful moneymakers
havo becn Fair Booth and Gift l:uction.

GE SALE I'T RUI'[,li[cE CE]{TER OII .IrpR]L 4
s next moneynalcer. SI-VE ALL RUO,IAGE

,liLdred kuett is in charge onci will plck
t up. Runlne6;e is an1-thing o1d dishos,
ppllances, tools, Eadf,ets r 6hoes, ha.ts,
lothing for Spring
arefully. It may have becona so uselsss
o you tha.t y-u donrt seo it. AIRIL 4th

Ol,lE IO tllE P.AIIY RE EIi,E! T.:X I.iX,f X,cE

and Easter. Iaok

rr
LJ


